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Ghostbusting on Los Angeles Avenue: Apparition haunts home, likes
music and plays with children's toys

Jeff Munson
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Rodolfo Maya, left,
wratches as psychic

She likes o play with other people’s children. I's Dayle Schear

probubly because she bost one of ber own al some pointin - examines his

Per life, She died, but no one is really quite sune when children’s bedroom

tukd Wa. for a supermatural
presence.

Mobody knows this woeman's name of her e siory, bud
one South Lake Takhoe (amily wishes they did, so they
conild understamd why she hangs aroand i the childmen's
bednosga.

Whoever she is, Rodolfo Maya and his family wish her
wiell, but an the same time they wish she would just go
avay.

"1 ahoay'y koo bt o thimk. AN T know is thit toys will
meve, Uhe madeo wiill twm oo by salf and my kids ane
semred.” smid Maya, who rents the Los Angeles Avenue
b that he and others say is visited frequenly by this
;Imu!!.- :ppariliq:ul

The father of three and sell-described non-believer - antil
he obvserved the parmnoemal ancnmalies himself - came

i the Tahoe Draily Tribune on June 24 sking (o speak
with someone whi would listen to his story,

With an empty newsroom and an open mmnd to all things
paranarmal, that someone wis me.

Mayn, a licensed contracior who docs castom tile and

muarbde work, is married and has three children. He

merved imto the Al Tohoe neighborhood about three months ago o be choser 1o his work. The spacious 1wo-story home
wits perfect Tor the family, with the children's bednooms upstairs, a modest kichen and large back ward for the family's
by pocdle, who shames the family's List nome: Mayn

Elml'll}' aftes Mg Wi the home, the fther told of how his children began |1:|'r||1; 1|.i;|'|l|:||.;|n,.‘~n., somcthimyg they haven't
experienced with any frequency belore,

“1 remember going into the room one night and my son was screaming, 'Get away from me! Get sway from me!” We
worke hiimn up and he had this ook on his foce like he saw 0 ghost.”

That was within their first couple of weeks in the house.

.l'!.I'I-I.I lhl:l'l. |J'IiI1F'\ :\lm‘l(ﬂ] pﬂliﬂg 1#1..-i.1'-d: TI.I!.' |I:|-l|:q. 'u.-l:rull.l TAOAE il :h¢ir AT, T'lh: 1-:'i|.]:q.' l;u.li.-l!l wl:rull] SibiE OR I'I-'_l.- i.ll:u;]l-. A
toy puablar wiould begin plaving songs,

“Ohme day we're sitiing in the room and the dog juest moved its bead soomed, like it was following somcthing. She moved
her bead back and forth, like a dog would follow m My in the oo, Bat there wasn't any,” he said.

He saidl be called the Souih Lake Tahoe Police Depanmeni o ask ibem il pnyone had died in the house. The police
depariment had no recond and be was iodd o call ihe shenfls department. Mo record was. fownd bui records doni't go
back ihat Tar, be wis iold.

Enter Sonsih Shore 'h:.-l:h'u; l'.l:l:..ll: Schear, IJIII'iHF Ha:..'.:'h vigit i the Tribane, the ever-intullive Sclsear I1:|;|::|'||:|l¢r.|. b
chance, w drop by the newspaper as she does every month 1o pigoe the minds of staflers,

When | saw Schear in the building, the first thing that came (0 mind was a line straight owl of the movie "Ghosthusiers”
when Peter Vienkman, played by Bill Murmay, wis on the telephons with Egon Spengler, played by Homold Ramis.
Yenkman explained how he discovered that his would-be girlfnend, Dana Barrett {played by Sigoumey Weaver), was
pissessed by a ghost, While on the phope, Egon explaimed how e hod a very possessed Louis Tully, Dana Boarreir's
next-door neighbor played by Rick Moranis, in the room with him,

"Wie've gol to get these two topether,” were Bill Murray's words that came to my mind upon seeing the South Shorne
intuitive

Schear, whose abilities daezle andiences sl Bill’s Lake Tahoe Casind, couldn't resist my offer to =it dowm and hear
Maya's unbelievable bal believable story

"There ane no such things as coincidences, There was a repson that | came bere today,” Schear wold us.

That's when the three of us, jained by Tribune photographer Dan Theifi went 1o the Moya house o see whil this while
ghaest hauniing thing was all about,

Aumivimg ol the home, we walked up the stairs aml imlo the bedroom where the strmge occumences had been gymiting for
aMme Lime

Schear walks over 10 a small child's bed and lavs down Mat.

“I'm picking up something, Yes, wes, | woe.” Schear savs, “There is a woman and she is wearing o white diress. I'm
picking up . 1939, 'When did you say this house was buili™ She asked Maoya,

“The plunning department odd me probobly aroand 1936, he saad.

“I see a wionaon and § see something trmumatic that happesed in 19349, Shes telling mie that she is looking for something
missing. A child and o locket,” the said.

The doeg barks twice, moans aml then scampers downstains,
Schear points 1o o window in the bedroom,
"The woman i< telling me that something is outside,” Schear suys. "That something is burizd in the back yond.”

A that moment Schear says she heard two s on the wall, Maya said be heard them, oo, Photographer Thafl and |
looked it each other and agreed we didn’t hear i,

"There is a bocke in the back vard,” Schear insis. "The knocks are her telling me, ves. there is o locket or something
buried sround of under the house,”

Thee fonir of us oo o the yand. The: dog snills around the aren. mums around the yard for o bat and then, for reasons
wriknown, begins digging along the fenceline

The dog knows something. The dog knows that something is buried here,” Schear says,
She then tells Maya that il be should ever get a sudden urge to stan digging in the yand, he shoaldn'i think twice abouwt i
“The more you have the desire to go look, godig.” she wohd him.

The woman who lived in the house before 10ld Maya of similar expenences in the house, Tovs moved without being
ipuched and strunge nowmes emitted from the same bedroom,

Schear psked i Moya had the woman's number, He did, Schear called. The two spoke for sbout five minunes, And then
Schear handed the phone lo me, saving: "T0s just what 1 ihought.”

South Lake Taloe residentl Tmcy Brizendine explamed (o me how she lived in the howse for two years and that she, (oo,
hodl expenenced o "presence.”

I alvays theoughi ihat o wos o goood presence, nof a had one,” she sasd. "I was Ineadly, vou keow? | dada'l feel Teke 1
wrgn bl

"Did 1oys move around in the room?” 1 ssked,
“Toys moved around the momm,” she replied.

Schear explamed later who she believes 1o be lurking inssde the Maya home. 1115 o Evropean woman, Gaelic perhaps
(the word "Gaelic® came 10 her while lving on the child's bed, she says), who lost g voung child at some point in her life,

Thie womian spemds time in the children's bedroom becamse she loves childnen. She loves plaving with them, Schear tells
Muaya,

He wells Schear that he wishes the spinil no harm but wanis her 1o go away.

“You'll have to find the locket then. The locket 15 what she's lookinig for. I somehow 1s the key for her bo get back o the
ofher side, IT you Mind the locket - which I think is buried somewhere i the back vard - then there's o pood chance she
will find the other side.”

Muya quictly scanned the Biwn, He looked at the dog. Iis paws were dirty from all ithe digging. He had another idea
Insgcad of messing with spirits, perhaps making the silustion worse, why nol leave it bo an anthority who knows
somcthing abosil supematurs] higher power?

O Thuersday, 4 priest froim 51, Thenesa Cathalic Charch came to the Maya house and hlessed it
“Sinoe i has been hlessed, o fecl Better. I fegls very different,” e gaid

And the ghostly woman? Have there boen any hauntings, | ask,

"1 think she might have lefi,” Moya replied.
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